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philosophical principles. The mechanical view of the soul is thoroughly 
discussed and rejected ; the author regards the soul as a good concept, 
quite as conceivable in itself as force, or electricity (p. 68). Proof of its 
existence lies only in inner conviction. Its activities are of three kinds : 
(a) self-preservative, (i) directed toward the material world, and (c) purely 
inner activities. Only the last two classes concern the foundations of 
science, art, religion, and life : a table of them is given on pp. 92-3, and the 
rest of the book expounds their nature and implications. 

To resume this exposition adequately is quite impossible, owing to the 
fulness of detail and illustration. The treatment is for the most part not 
argumentative. The author acknowledges his own opinions freely, but 
gives no full philosophical grounding of them. For this, as we stated above, 
he is not to be blamed, as the lectures were evidently intended to arouse 
interest in the subject and to give information about prevalent views, rather 
than to establish a system. His own philosophical attitude, while it fol- 
lows no one of the known systems (p. 13), is on the whole fairly close to 
Kant and Fichte. Thus he argues much against the mechanical view 
(from Lectures IV to XI); believes in a soul while accepting Kant's refuta- 
tion of the proofs ; and gives a deduction of the categories of space, time, 
cause, substance, etc. The subjective character of his philosophy is indi- 
cated by his words : ' ' What man puts forth from himself into the outer world 
is his own proper life-content" (p. 528). As for the remainder of his ex- 
position, those activities of the soul, and their products, which form the 
foundations of science, art, and life, are treated in Lectures VII-XXXV. 
They are (to give only the headings of lectures); knowing (erkennen), per- 
ception, rivalry and combination of perceptions, intuitive concepts, inner 
perception, space, time, causation, infinity, substance, natural laws, forces, 
unity of substances, forces, and processes into a single world, conservation 
of that world, hypothesis, explanation, poetry, and life. 

W. H. Sheldon. 
Princeton University. 
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